
Letter to Contacts
 
   
 
 Date:________, 2006
 
 
Dear :  

RE:  Support Letter Request for the immediate Stop of all Uranium Exploration and Mining in British Columbia ( including the Foghorn Polymetallic Project -North Thompson Valley, Blizzard Project – Kelowna - Beaverdell areas) and the completion of the historic Royal Commission directly related to these sites and issues.

British Columbia’s Chief Inspector of Mines, Fred Hermann is asking for responses from British Columbians to an application  by International Ranger Corp for Mineral Exploration on the Foghorn Polymetallic Project. The Mineral Claim is located as close as ½ km from the North Thompson River (which headwaters the Southern Interior, Fraser River Basin, Lower Mainland and into the Pacific Ocean, approx. 2/3 of our provincial population) and its floodplains as well as the residential areas of Birch Island, BC. Major portions of the claim are N. facing and steep with many creeks flowing to domestic and irrigation water licensees directly below.
This would be the first permit issued since a Royal Commission invoked a Feb. 27 1980 moratorium on Uranium Exploration and Mining in British Columbia. This same site instigated the ‘Royal Commission on Uranium Exploration and Mining 26 years ago. 

Evidence submitted to the commission made it increasingly clear that Uranium exploration, mining and milling pose major health and environmental risks. Over 100 organizations were recorded as strongly opposing including the BC Medical Association, BC Teachers Federation, BC Registered Nurses Association, the United Church, Mining Unions and other ‘grass roots’ professional and Municipal Organizations. The government of that time imposed a moratorium before the Royal Commission had concluded its mandate. Today, no new scientific/technical processes or data exist to alleviate the hazards of uranium exploration, mining and milling identified at the time of the Royal Commission.

If permit applications proceed, the residents of the North Thompson Valley and indeed all British Columbians will have our economic livelihoods, health, safety and way of life put at risk. Most importantly, our future generations of children and grandchildren will be compromised.

Recent Issues pertaining to this specific application in the North Thompson include:

· Uncapped and open trenches from earlier exploration have been left exposed for 27 years and need to be examined for environmental changes. Recent changes to the BC Mine Regulation Act do not allow ongoing environmental assessment for exploration activities. In this recent application, the BC government stipulates remedial works from the 1978 exploration, but completely ignores studies of possible contamination from previous and future drilling into known uranium deposits. Mine regulation Act 
· Information from the Royal Commission remained incomplete and possibly held from public view.

· International Ranger Corporation is hoping to embark on a serious exploration project   yet this company now  has an inconsistent public record in that they have had their stock trading halted for infractions of the Securities Act .   (Cease Trade  Order 2006 BCSECCOM 412)

· Uranium exploration proposals for all areas including those containing steep terrain and vital watersheds should not take place.   The former Royal Commission or a new one needs to be instigated immediately.
Today, nearly thirty years after the moratorium, this recent application has only been given 21 days in the public domain until approval. 

Once again, British Columbians are required to coalesce and form a united front on this issue.  
Please update yourself on this vital issue with the web links provided or your own resources.

Following the process of this application, please address your statement of opposition to:

Mr. Fred Hermann
Chief Inspector of Mines
PO Box 9320 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC
V8W 9N3
Fred.Hermann@gov.bc.ca


Please cc the letter to the following key persons:
 

Premier Gordon Campbell

PO Box 9041 Stn Prov Govt,

Victoria BC, V8W 9E1

premier@gov.bc.ca

Bill Bennett, Minister of Mines,

PO Box 9070 Stn Prov Govt, 

Victoria, BC, fax 250-356-8294 

Phone 250-953-4100   no Email address 

  
Kevin Krueger, MLA for Kamloops, BC

 # 9- 111 Oriole Rd, Kamloops, 

V2C 4N6     

 Phone 250-314-6031 fax 250-314-6040   

email  kevin.krueger.mla@leg.bc.ca  

Sample letters and "key phrases" are available upon request from members of the

Yellowhead Ecological Association's Contacts Committee – c/o Leslie Groulx -  lgroulx@telus.net or visit the YEA website at:
www.yellowheadecological.org 


Whether you mail or email your letter, we would request that you send us a copy of your letter to:
Yellowhead Ecological Association      

Box 2594 RR2
Clearwater, B.C.
V0E 1N0
Email:guysuz@mercuryspeed.com
 
Thank you for your time and commitment to this important cause.
 
Sincerely yours,
 


and all concerned citizens in the North Thompson Valley
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